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 Regular Meeting Minutes 
Dearborn Community Center  
Highway 434, Wolf Creek MT  

August 8, 2019 
 
Call to order—the meeting was called to order by Chairman Jeff Ryan at 8:30 am.  In attendance 
were Jeff Ryan, Scott Blackman, Jeanette Nordahl, Stan Frasier, Ron Ingersoll, Sarah Howe-Cobb.  
Also in attendance were Kyle and Kurt Geise, John George, Jason Garber and Chris Evans.  
Jeanette left the meeting around 9:15 a.m. 
 
Introductions were made. 
Motion by Howe-Cobb, second by Blackman to approve the July meeting minutes, second by ; 
motion carried. 
Motion by Nordahl to approve the financial statement and to pay the outstanding bills, second 
by Howe-Cobb; motion carried. 
 
Correspondence 
Evans passed around the Rangeland Partnerships information and the Montana Range Tour 
poster. 
There was also the application for the Big Sky Watershed Corps. 
 
Public Comment-Jason Garber discussed his new job as the stream permitting person for the 
DNRC, replacing Bob Flesher.  There are some changes that have been made legislatively that 
will need to be added into the 310 rules for Conservation Districts.  Jason will be at all of the Area 
meetings in September/October.  He’d like to attend CD board meetings around the state as he 
is able to. 
 
Reports 
NRCS—John George was present to make the NRCS report.  The Helena office is half-staffed.  
There’s been some talk about transferring someone in to Helena, but nothing definite.  August 30 
is the deadline for the current applications.  Not sure what the other fund pools will have 
available for funding.  Nancy Sweeny retires at the end of the month.  Forestry contracts have 
been keeping John busy.  They’re probably only going to fund about 7 contracts this year.  John 
has been working on the long-range plan.  
SRWG—Tracy Wendt provided a written report. 
MRCDC—Casey provided a written report. Jeff talked about the Missouri River Rendezvous 
event that he went to.  It was a good event with a lot of people who attended.  Jeff recommended 
the historic Fort Peck Hotel. 
WQPD/ LHWG—the meeting for July was cancelled for the WQPD.  LHWG is a 501c3 now, so 
we have written a check to them for the money we’d been holding for them. 
Supervisor Reports—Helicopters have been staging just uphill from Jeff Ryan’s house for the 
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fires up on the Divide.  Stan Frasier went out with a landowner to look at a problem on a spring 
creek off Rimini Road.  Evans contacted the Helena National Forest office and they will be looking 
into it.  Camp Make A Dream last Friday, Scott said there were about 175 people there. 
Augusta Flood Workgroup 
Motion by Ingersoll to go with Confluence consulting and approve the money for the cost share 
for the county, Howe-Cobb seconded, motion carried.  The meeting that was held on July 30 was 
well attended by agency people and some landowners.  Progress was made on determining work 
group direction.  The group will meet again after the assessment is completed. 
 
Evans discussed the proposal from DNRC to assist with sponsoring and paying for lunch at a 
water measurement training in October.  Motion by Frasier to approve, second by Howe-Cobb; 
motion carried. 
 
Old Business 
Revisit Board meeting location discussion-June in Augusta, July in the Dearborn, August in 
Lincoln. 
Revisit idea of purchasing tablets for board at September meeting. 
MACD/SWCDMI 
Susan McNeal-the board agreed on a $100 donation to the glioblastoma foundation, motion by 
Blackman, second by Ingersoll; motion carried. 
 
New Business 
Cooperative work agreement/MOA with NRCS.  Evans has sent out the draft agreements.  
Apparently NRCS wants them signed by the end of the year.  As written, there are problems with 
the agreements.  Evans has made comments and submitted them to DNRC since they’re working 
on them with NRCS.  She has also submitted them to the NACD regional representative, Sunni 
Heikes-Knapton.  Sunni indicated that they’re not really a binding agreement, but didn’t have an 
answer for Evans about what happens to the CD if they don’t sign them.  There’s been no clear 
indication from anyone whether edits can be made at the CD level, or how it affects Districts if 
they choose to not sign them as written.  We need to be careful to not allow NRCS drive District 
mission and procedure.  The issues with privacy are a concern, but the procedure is not clearly 
stated.  Language could easily be interpreted to mean that on any collaborative project with 
NRCS, all information about the project could fall under their privacy rules, which don’t align 
with CD rules.  The requirement of a 3-year long range plan, an annual work plan and an annual 
report are also troublesome. 
 
310 Permit Applications 
LC03-18 Rugotska- Extension request 
Location:Gladstone Creek 
Purpose:  Road and culvert repair from flooding 
Decision: motion by Blackman, second by Nordahl to approve an extension to November 30, 
2019; motion carried. 
 
CP-02-19 Baldwin 
Location: Missouri River 
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Team Report:  Blackman reported that the work that was done, was done on the land side of a 
very old retaining wall.  It was the recommendation of the inspection team that the work done 
was not in violation. 
Decision:  motion by Blackman, second by Frasier to consider the completed work a non-
project; motion carried. 
 
EME-03-19 Hamilton 
Location: Goss Creek 
When: May 28, 2019 
Purpose:  removal of debris to open up creek channel 
Team report comments:  recommended approval with modifications: Lower berms on sharp 
corners, move bedload back, sloped back 
Decision:  Motion by Nordahl, second by Howe-Cobb to approve work done under the 
emergency notice, but to further require an approved permit to do any additional work for 
lowering the berms, fixing crossings, etc. Motion carried. 
 
EME-07-19 Young 
Location: Elk Creek 
When: July 17, 2019 
Purpose:  Flood recovery-removed debris from Troy diversion 
Team report comments:  Recommended approval as completed.  
Decision:  Motion by Howe-Cobb, second by Ingersoll to approve work done under the 
emergency notice; motion carried.   
 
EME-08-19 Young 
Location: Elk Creek 
When: nothing yet 
Team report comments:  Apply for 310 permit to do work, remove concrete; FWP biologist 
Katie Vivian recommended that to save on rip rap, the headgate be moved closer to the stream. 
Decision: Motion by Howe-Cobb, second by Ingersoll to approve work done under the 
emergency notice; motion carried. 
 
EME-09-19 Schachtner 
Location: Little Prickly Pear Creek 
When: June 
Purpose:  flooding 
Team report comments:  No inspection. Adam had some comments 
Decision: Motion by Frasier, second by Blackman to send the landowner a letter stating that the 
work that has been carried out was not really an emergency situation, that it’s been done 2 years 
in a row, and any further work requires an approved 310 permit; motion carried. 
 
EME-10-19 Mord 
Location: Elk Creek 
When: June 20 
Purpose:  Flood recovery 
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Team report comments:  Recommended approval as completed. Ryan further noted that if the 
landowner placed a very large rock just upstream from the irrigation pump, it could serve to 
create a scour where the pump is and could keep the site clear. 
Decision:   Motion by Howe-Cobb, second by Ingersoll to approve work done under the 
emergency notice; motion carried. 
 
EME-11-19 Geise 
Location: Elk Creek 
When: May 25 
Purpose:  Flood recovery 
Team report comments:  Apply for 310 to rebuild stream channel, faced with rock and wood.  
Use heavy revegetation, remove dike with permit and check with floodplain permit.  There was 
a comment that the work as done will likely make problems with high water worse in future 
years.  Application and stream work should be done by the end of November.  The board 
recommended the landowner work with someone like Allen McNeal to complete the project. 
Decision:  Motion by Frasier, second by Ryan that the applicant is not in violation, the work was 
done under emergency conditions.  Follow up work needs to be done with a permit.  Motion 
carried. 
 
LC-29-19 Mord 
Location: Elk Creek 
When: Summer 19 
Purpose: Rebuild headgate and creek bank 
Team report comments: Silt fence if after 9/15, minimal instream work, use cottonwood mat, 
once the cottonwoods are dormant, rock and soil fill, all efforts to reduce sedimentation in 
stream.  Work with 2nd diversion owner to be sure that the work done won’t be detrimental to 
their diversion. 
Decision:  Motion by Howe-Cobb, second by Ingersoll to approve with modifications; motion 
carried. 
 
LC-30-19 Pieloch 
Location: Stickney Creek 
When: fall 2019 
Purpose: installation of culverts at 13 locations, all crossing Stickney Creek, to prevent vehicles 
driving through stream. 
Team report comments:  Approval with modifications: 

• Recommend installing bridges similar to the five crossings downstream 

• Recommend dimensions for each crossing be provided to CD including bankfull width, 
span, bridge height 

• May use box culverts or arch culverts (bottomless) if height is maintained and similar to 
bridge height to pass debris 

• May use culverts on small side tributaries 

• Culvert widths should meet or exceed bankfull width 

• Request a follow up inspection 
Decision:  Motion by Blackman, second by Frasier to approve with the stated modifications; 
motion carried. 
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LC-31-19 Adams 
Location: NF Lyons Creek 
When: 8/15 to 8/20 
Purpose: replace caved in bridge and create better access to properties 
Team report comments: recommended approval with modifications: 
Use large rock riprap to armor river right (looking downstream) bank 
Remove old bridge materials  
(what about abutments?) 
Decision:  Motion by Blackman, second by Ingersoll to approve with modifications, waiving the 
15 day waiting period; motion carried. 
 
LC-32-19 Adams 
Location: tributary 
When: 8/15 
Purpose: replace washed out culvert 
Team report comments: recommended approval with modifications: 

• Remove existing main culvert and use to replace washed out overflow culvert 

• Recommend 36” squashed or round culvert for main channel 

• Armor with rock up and downstream ends of culvert 
Decision: Motion by Blackman, second by Frasier to approve with modifications, waiving the 15 
day waiting period; motion carried. 
 
LC-33-19 Adams 
Location: NF Lyons Creek 
When: 8/15 
Purpose: replace culvert 
Team report comments: recommended approval with modifications: 

• Recommend 36” culvert, squashed or round 

• Embed culvert about 20% 
Decision:  Motion by Blackman, second by Ingersoll to approve with modifications, waiving the 
15 day waiting period; motion carried. 
 
LC-34-19 Chamberlin 
Location: Missouri River-Hauser Reservoir 
When: ASAP 
Purpose: to maintain shoreline/bank stabilization 
Team report comments: no inspection requested, but Ryan and Strainer concurred that the toe 
of the project needs to be anchored and applicant should use a silt fence during construction.  
Also it was recommended to incorporate willow in with the rock. 
Decision: Motion by Frasier, second by Howe-Cobb to approve with the recommended 
modifications; motion carried. 
 
Calendar of upcoming events 
August 15-Living on the Bank Meeting 
August 24-25th Anniversary Celebration of SRWG-tour (free) and BBQ Dinner Sun Canyon 
Lodge ($20) 
August 27/28-RCAC mtg in Helena-Requested tour of projects 
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September 4-5 Montana Range Tour-Harlowton hosted by Upper Musselshell & Yellowstone 
CDs 
September 12-CD meeting Lincoln, 9:30 am 
September 14 (Saturday) Family Preparedness Fair-Rolling Rivers Trailer 
September 24-MACD Area 6 meeting-Ruby Valley CD 
October 10-CD meeting Helena 1 pm 
October 12-Reading/Soils event at the library 
November 14-CD meeting Helena 1 pm 
November 18-21-Annual Convention Kalispell 
December 12-CD meeting Helena 1 pm 
 
Announcements 
Next meeting—September 12, 2019 Lincoln MT 
 
Having no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11 a.m. 
 
APPROVED 
 
 

Presiding Officer      Date 
 
 

Recorder       Date 






