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TWAS ABOUT A WEEK BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
Jeff Ryan & Chris Evans, Lewis & Clark Conservation District  

Valerie Stacey, Lewis & Clark County Health Department 

 
 And all through the willow 
patch, not a creature was stirring - 
except for about 20 folks cutting 
willow - 
 On Saturday afternoon 
December 15, 2018 at the Helena 
Regulating Reservoir volunteers 
got together to help collect willow 
for an upcoming stream 
restoration project on Prickly Pear 
Creek near the Montana Law 
Enforcement Academy.  
 The willow collection event 
was organized by Valerie Stacey, 
for the Lake Helena Watershed 
Group. Lewis & Clark 
Conservation District provided 
snacks and coordinated the willow transport from the cutting site to the stream restoration site 
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primarily through the donation of a pickup truck and large flatbed trailer by Karl Christians, 
DNRC and our newest Conservation District Associate Supervisor. 

 
 The event went very 
well. In only two hours we 
cut about five thousand 
willow. All of the 
volunteers had a good time 
and would put to shame 
the most active beaver that 
loves willow gnawing. The 
crew ran the gamut from 
the very young to the few 
of us a bit over the hill - 
Santa would be proud of 
all of us. 
 The pictures tell the 
story, including one of the 

stream restoration project site, that will be addressed in a future newsletter. 
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New Sun River Watershed Group Coordinator!!! 
 
 I am excited that the Sun River Watershed Group 
hired me as their new Watershed Coordinator. I began 
following the organization’s work when I lived in 
Missoula and I am proud to now be a part of 
improving water quality and flows for the benefit of 
those who rely on and enjoy the Sun River Watershed. 
 I have worked on rivers in Montana – the Clark 
Fork, Blackfoot, and Rock Creek – as well as in 
Wyoming and Colorado. I recently served as the 
Project Manager for the Big Thompson Watershed 
Coalition, a grass-roots organization in Colorado that 
focused on flood recovery in the aftermath of major 
flooding. I grew up in Central Washington and had a 
career in business administration prior to shifting 
gears in 2008 and attending the University of Montana 
to pursue a new career in river restoration and 
ecology. 
 Al Rollo and partners began forming the Sun 

River Watershed Group in 1994, so next year marks 
the 25th anniversary of the SRWG. I hope you will 
tune in to our website and Facebook page for 

information on events and activities to celebrate our first 25 years of accomplishments. 
 If you would like to receive information from the Sun River Watershed Group, 
please email sunriverwatershed@gmail.com and ask to be added to their mailing list. 
 

     
2018 Riparian Fencing Project: Prickly Pear Creek 

Valerie Stacey, Lewis and Clark County Water 
Quality Protection District 

In the fall of 2018, the Lewis and Clark County 
Water Quality Protection District received 319 
funds through the Montana Watershed 
Coordination Council's grant program to 
implement a nonpoint source pollution 
reduction project.  319 grant funds can help 
landowners implement projects that improve 
both management and water quality. Examples 
of those projects include: installation of a 
riparian pasture, off-stream watering for 
livestock (or both), as well as more active 
restoration efforts. 

Tracy Wendt, Sun River Watershed Group 

mailto:sunriverwatershed@gmail.com
http://www.hcpl.net/content/warm-stratford-library-highlands
http://www.hcpl.net/content/warm-stratford-library-highlands
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
http://www.hcpl.net/content/warm-stratford-library-highlands
http://www.hcpl.net/content/warm-stratford-library-highlands
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
http://www.hcpl.net/content/warm-stratford-library-highlands
http://www.hcpl.net/content/warm-stratford-library-highlands
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
http://www.hcpl.net/content/warm-stratford-library-highlands
http://www.hcpl.net/content/warm-stratford-library-highlands
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
http://www.hcpl.net/content/warm-stratford-library-highlands
http://www.hcpl.net/content/warm-stratford-library-highlands
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


  5                                                                     

The Explorer 
 

 Working collaboratively with landowner David Brown on lower Prickly Pear Creek, these 
funds helped pay for fencing materials and installation of a riparian pasture. The pasture helps 
improve the grazing operations and relieves stress on streambanks from livestock. This was 
especially critical as additional restoration work, managed by the Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks 
(FWP), was also constructed on this property during the fall. The FWP project aimed to improve fish 
passage around an irrigation diversion just upstream of this property.  
 With the fence installed, livestock now have more limited access to the creek, and use the 
nearby effluent channel as their water source. However, this also created an additional pasture that 
can be used (for shorter periods of time) as part of the rotation. This decreases pressure off of 

streambanks, and will allow natural re-
vegetation of woody species to provide fish and 
wildlife habitat, as well as decrease sediment 
and nutrient inputs.  
 Overall, nonpoint source pollution into the 
watershed is reduced, grazing management is 
improved, and loss of land due to excessive 
erosion is minimized.   
 We would like to thank the landowner, David 
Brown, for their stewardship and conservation 
of our landscapes, as well as Allen McNeal, 
McNeal Resources Inc., for their incredible aid 
in project design and planning. 
 If you, or anyone you know, might be interested 

in a project like this one, give us a call or email! We might be able to help find funding to reduce 
costs. There is also a program through the Soil and Water Conservation Districts called “Ranching 
for Rivers,” which can provide a cost-share to landowners who want to install a riparian pasture.  
 To contact the Water Quality Protection District, please call Jennifer McBroom at: 406-457-
8584 jmcbroom@lccountymt.gov 
 For more information on the Ranching for Rivers program, please visit this website: 
https://swcdm.org/programs/r4r/ 
 

Flashback to June 
 

A shot of Highway 21 looking West toward Highway 287, little Elk Creek. 

 

mailto:jmcbroom@lccountymt.gov
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Highway 287 looking north toward Augusta 

 

 
 
Side by side…during the flood on the Dearborn River and after the flood… 

 
District Report-- Chris Evans, District Administrator 

 The Conservation District Board wrapped up the 2018 meeting year with their 
regular meeting and planning meeting, held on December 13.  Forty-six Emergencies, fifty-
seven 310 Applications and four Complaints were received in 2018, a record year for 
Emergencies.  We are still searching for disaster assistance funding for landowners who 
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were affected by the mid-June flooding, since the Presidential Declaration cut off before 
June 19th.   
 The Board updated their Annual Plan, and the budget for 2019.  We will be meeting 
early in January, the 8th instead of the 10th.  We will be updating the plan and budget 
information on the District Website when we get them finalized. 
 There are a number of projects in the works for the Conservation District for 2019:  
We are working with Cascade CD and Teton CD to scout out the opportunity for an RCPP 
through the NRCS funding, which would address land management issues in the areas 
that experienced so much flooding in June, primarily the Sun River and tributaries.  We 
are also working with MACD on coordination of a potential 2-phase training on the Mill 
Levies for counties statewide and coordination with the Department of Revenue and 
county governments to open up better communication between them and Conservation 
Districts.  We are also working with DNRC and MACD on a funding focus group with an 
eye on the State Legislative Session coming up in January.  In addition, we are working 
with the MACD Employees Organization on a Marketing Training that they will be having 
in June of 2019.  Most exciting, we are working on the ground floor of helping the East 
Helena School District  
 In a rare occurrence between calving and feeding and corn mazes and meetings of 
other boards, ALL of the Supervisors and 2 of the 3 Associate Supervisors were at the 
December meeting so I’ve included a photo. 

 
 From left in the back row, Sarah Howe-Cobb (Augusta), Jeanette Nordahl (Lincoln), David 
Martin (Associate) and Ron Ingersoll (Dearborn).  Front row from left Karl Christians (Associate), 
Jeff Ryan (Birdseye), Steve Granzow (East Valley), Stan Frasier (West Valley) and Scott Blackman 
(Craig).  Happy Holidays from all of us to all of you! 
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
SCOTT BLACKMAN CHAIRMAN  
JEFF RYAN VICE CHAIRMAN 
JEANETTE NORDAHL TREASURER 
RON INGERSOLL   MEMBER  
STAN FRASIER MEMBER 
STEPHEN GRANZOW                MEMBER 
SARAH HOWE-COBB                 MEMBER 
ALAN ROLLO  ASSOCIATE 
DAVID MARTIN ASSOCIATE 
KARL CHRISTIANS ASSOCIATE 
OFFICE STAFF 
CHRIS EVANS ADMINISTRATOR 
JOHN GEORGE NRCS DC 
DIANE FITZGERALD NRCS SOIL CON 
DARCY GOODSON NRCS SOIL CON 
JIM WILLIAMS NRCS SOIL CON TECH 

 
 

Come see us on the website!  www.lccd.mt.nacdnet.org  We’re also on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/lewisandclarkcd 

If you prefer to get this newsletter via email, sign up at http://lccd.mt.nacdnet.org/ 

 
LCCD SPONSORS-"Those who 

assume responsibility." 
 

Bank of the Rockies, NA 
Murdoch’s 
Power Townsend 
Schatz Ranch & Leasing 
Westech Environmental Services Inc. 
 

LCCD STEWARDS- “Those in 

charge of a large estate.” 
 

Bridger Veterinary 
Montana Livestock Ag Credit 
Prickly Pear Simmental Ranch 

WSR Insurance 
 

LCCD CHAMPIONS- 
“Those who fight for a cause.” 
 
Sieben Ranch Company 
Montana Land Reliance 
Northwestern Energy 
 

LCCD Conservators- 
“Those who protect.” 
Montana GLCI 
 
 
 

 

To update your mailing address, 

contact Chris Evans at 406-449-
5000 ext. 112 or email 
lccd@mt.net.  If you would rather 

receive this via email, let me know! 
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